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A woman billed as the 'first black Briton' was in fact white and from southern England, and top stories from around the globe

according to new DNA analysis.

For years it has been believed that 'Beachy Head Woman' — an ancient skeleton who
was buried in the East Sussex beauty spot — was from sub-Saharan Africa.

Experts were so sure of her ancestry that a plaque celebrating her African origin was
placed in a nearby cricket club.
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Later theories indicated the 2,000-year-old individual may have actually been from
southern Europe - 'most likely Cyprus'.

Now, archaeologists from the Natural History Museum have finally laid the matter to
rest, declaring her origins were in fact much closer to home.

They, along with a team from University College London, have announced that
Beachy Head Woman descended from the local British population of Roman—era
southern England.

'By using state-of-the—art DNA techniques we were able to resolve the origins of this
individual,' Dr William Marsh said.

'We show she carries genetic ancestry that is most similar to other individuals from
the local population of Roman—era Britain.'

© John Connor Press Associates lid

A previous facial reconstruction of Beachy Head Woman, when it was believed she was from
sub-Saharan Africa (left) compared to the latest description, in which she has blue eyes, light
hair and 'intermediate' skin pigmentation (right)
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View gallery

The plaque of Beachy Head Woman, previously thought to be the 'first black Briton', was taken
down from the East Dean cricket club several years ago after it emerged she was likely from
Cyprus. Now, experts have concluded she hailed from southern England
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The skeletal remains of the young female adult were uncovered in the collections of
Eastbourne Town Hall in 2012

© John Connor Press Associates ltd

The skeletal remains of the young female adult were uncovered in the collections of
Eastbourne Town Hall in 2012.

Details on the box she was found in suggested that her skeleton had been unearthed
at the nearby headland, Beachy Head, in the 1950s.

She was so well-preserved that her skull was sent off for facial reconstruction,
carried out by Professor Caroline Wilkinson at Dundee University — one of the
country's top specialists.

She, along with two other experts, agreed that the individual showed many traits of
being from sub-Saharan Africa — a claim that formed a display at the Eastbourne
Museum.

Then, in 2017, unpublished DNA work suggested she was more likely to have come
from the Mediterranean rather than Africa, possibly Cyprus.

But the new study - the most comprehensive to date - reveals she was of 'local
British ancestry".

'Initial analyses indicated possible sub-Saharan origin, with Beachy Head Woman
thus presented as one of the earliest Africans in Britain,' the team wrote in the
Journal of Archaeological Science.

'We find no signals of admixture that would suggest recent sub-Saharan ancestry.
We present high quality ancient DNA data indicating that Beachy Head Woman has a
strong genetic affinity to individuals from rural Britain during the Roman occupation
and modern—day Britons.'
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Do YOU trust DNA evidence over visual interpretation?
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Details on the box she was found in suggested that she skeleton had been unearthed at the
nearby headland, Beachy Head, in the 1950s
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Experts used state-of-the-art technology that analysed her facial bone structure and created a
3D reconstruction
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DNA analysis reveals the woman descended from the local British population, the experts say.
Lighter colours denotes a greater genetic affinity between Beachy Head Woman and the
population in question

The researchers said that radiocarbon

dating shows the woman died between
129 and 31AD, corresponding with the
Roman occupation of Britain.

What do we know about
Beachy Head Woman?
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Analysis of her skeletal remains suggest
that she was around 18-25 years old
when she died and stood at just over 4.9
feet (1.5 metres) tall.

Her DNA indicates she would have had
blue eyes, 'intermediate' skin
pigmentation and light hair, the
researchers said.

This is a far cry from original facial
reconstructions which showed her with
dark hair, eyes and skin tone.

A healed wound on her leg suggests a
serious but non—fatal injury at some point
in her life, they added.

Dietary analysis looking at the carbon and
nitrogen values in her bones also
revealed that her diet likely included a lot
of seafood.

Dr Selina Brace, senior author of the new
paper, said: 'Our scientific knowledge and
understanding is constantly evolving, and
as scientists, it's our job to keep pushing
for answers.

'Thanks to the advancement of
technology that has occurred in the past
decade since Beachy Head Woman first

came to light, we are excited to report these new comprehensive data and share more

about this individual and her life.'

Her skeleton dates back 2,000 years
She was 18-25 years old when she
died and stood at just over 4.9 feet
(1.5 metres) tall

She would have had blue eyes,
'intermediate’ skin pigmentation and
light hair

A wound on her leg suggests a
serious injury at some point in her
life

Her diet included a lot of seafood
Her genetic ancestry is most similar
to other local individuals in southern
England - not sub-Saharan Africans

¥ Twitter

Follow @MailOnline for breaking news
and top stories from around the globe

View gallery

Beachy Head is Britain's highest chalk sea cliff, a dr:

South Downs National Park

Experts have previously said that without
the context of a burial site or grave
goods, it's hard to determine the
individual's social status.

The skeleton is in good condition, with no
signs of hard labour, and isotope analysis
suggests she was raised in or around
Eastbourne from a young age.

Based on what is known of the Roman
era and a similar discovery in York, it's
possible she was the wife of a local
official or mistress of a nearby Roman
villa, specialists have speculated.

Or, she may have been a merchant,
making use of the trade routes that led to
the local area.
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m+ Scientists give 10,0
year-old woman a face:
Incredible reconstruction
reveals lady with 'lighter
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'‘Beachy Head Woman' confirms she was from southern England and NOT sub-

Saharan Africa
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Greyman65, Bournemouth, United Kingdom, 11 hours ago

Oh dear, will this mean that David Olusoga will have to re-write his history books???
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Hey Gray, London, United Kingdom, 9 hours ago
No.....no one ever read it !
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PuppetMoatLegal, Haishenwai formely Vladivostok, China, 3 hours ago
Learn to read &
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Mr Scrunchy, Bedlam, United Kingdom, 12 hours ago

| wonder who'll be given the task of taking down the first plaque and replacing it with the
inconvenient truth.
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ADVERTISEMENT

» Simon Cowell claims
son Eric is his 'destiny’
as he leaves
interviewer VERY
bemused with story
about his conception

» King Charles shows
his mischievous side as
he watches historical
footage of himself
*fooling around' during
'bloody cold' 1975
Arctic visit

» Zara McDermott has
her 'best birthday ever'
as she enjoys a cosy
weekend away with
boyfriend Louis
Tomlinson and his
sister Lottie

How Sam
Thompson's break up
with Zara McDermott
left him in therapy

» Kim Kardashian
shows off $10k worth
of Christmas trees to
create a winter
wonderland in her
$60m mansion

» Strictly's Shirley
Ballas left heartbroken
following the tragic
death of her 'dearest’
auntie and 'second
mum' Mavis just days
ahead of show's grand
final

» Lily Collins gives fans
a sneak peek behind-
the-scenes of Emily In
Paris Season 5 as new
series drops on Netflix

» King Charles is seen
with Guinness
'moustache’ after
drinking from 'perfect’
pint he pulled during
Royal tour of London
brewery

» Lauren Sanchez
leaves husband Jeff
Bezos at home to party
with Brooks Nader who
goes bra-free in sheer
top

» Adam Peaty’s mother
celebrates her 60th
birthday while feud
with son rumbles on
head of his wedding to
Holly Ramsay
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ADVERTISEMENT

» She was Miss World
USA before becoming a
DC Comics heroine, can
you guess who she is?

» Alan Carr discusses
THAT Paloma Faith
Traitors feud after she
'threw a wobbly' over
his betrayal

» Furious Coldplay kiss
cam victim brandishes
Gwyneth Paltrow a
HYPOCRITE for playing
into her misery

» Tess Daly is overcome
with emotion as she is
awarded the Guinness
World Record for the
longest-serving host of
the same dance
competition TV show

» Pregnant Ellie
Goulding reveals the
secret to her glow as
she enjoys £45 matcha
and mushroom lattes
Looking good

» Leonardo DiCaprio
and Jennifer Lawrence
in VERY awkward
exchange as she
appears to take sly dig
at his dating history

» Kate Winslet claims
crew on Goodbye June
were underpaid
because she couldn't
get the budget due to
being a female director

» Boxer Frank Bruno
MBE receives the
Freedom of the City of
London after opening
up about overcoming
mental health issues

» Lizzie Cundy slips into
her sexy Mrs Claus
outfit after she jetted
outto LA to see love
interest DJ Donald
Friese

» Take That star Howard
Donald, 57, gets back
on his unicycle for the
first time in 26 years as
the band pull out ALL
the stops to get in
shape after ahead of
The Circus: Live Tour
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ADVERTISEMENT

» Coleen Rooney gets
ready for Christmas as
she runs errands with
her eldest son Kai, 16,
after he scored his first
goal for Manchester
United U18s

4 Pixie Lott
performs a VERY
energetic dance routine
just two months after
giving birth as she
dedicates her new
Christmas song to her
newborn baby

» Alec Baldwin's wife
Hilaria flashes her
chest in low-cut top
and underwear as she
urges fans to exercise
their 'butt'

> Turns out, you're NOT
the one! Daniel
Bedingfield reveals he
is polyamorous after
admitting he's attracted
to both men and
women

» Alessandra Ambrosio
celebrates boyfriend
Buck Palmer's 44th
birthday in Aspen

» Food influencer
'Cooking With Tubz'
has earned himself a
legion of fans including
AndryGinge as he
shares his Mounjaro
weight-loss journey
while indulging

» Kate Garraway looks
in high spirits as she
enjoys a festive family
day out with her
teenage children
Darcey and Billy at
Winter Wonderland

» Khloe Kardashian
freaks out after her gift
to Dolly Parton is
DESTROYED before
podcast taping

» All episodes of Mafia
thriller about 'the
Garden of Eden of
organised crime' are
now free to stream

» Iconic 80s rock band
Jane's Addiction break
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up after explosive
onstage fight and
$10million lawsuit

ADVERTISEMENT

» Future of Casualty on
the BBC revealed after
rounds of ‘extremely
competitive'
negotiation at the
broadcaster

» Prince William and
Kate release new family
photo taken in Norfolk
which will appear on
their Christmas card
this year

» Celebrity Christmas
decor ranked from
common to chic - from
a VERY posh
influencer's 'dull and
forgettable' stockings
to the worst wreaths
and 'inelegant’ door
displays

» simon Cowell comes
under fire from Richard
Osman and Marina
Hyde as they question
his 'inauthentic' Netflix
show and his duty of
care to acts in tense
interview

» Michelle Keegan
parties with co-stars as
she celebrates her final
week filming The Blame
before spending
Christmas with
husband Mark Wright
and their daughter

2 Amber
Davies hits back:
Strictly finalist slams
‘arrogant' critics as she
insists being a woman
with ‘ambition’ doesn't
make her 'stuck up'

» Kirsty MacColl's ex-
husband speaks out 25
years on from singer's
death... and says she
was 'killed by
speedboat driven by
the richest man in
Mexico'

» Christina Haack
reunites with ex Ant
Anstead after years of
silence in emotional co-
parenting moment
Lovely

» Penny Lancaster
reveals her plans for a
‘grandma’ Christmas
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with husband Rod
Stewart's American
grandchildren

» Kylie Jenner shows
off her incredible figure
in a backless gown with
dramatic feathers as
she celebrates the Kylie
Cosmetics holiday
party

ADVERTISEMENT

» Alan Cumming is
announced as the new
host of the EE BAFTA
Film Awards 2026 as he
takes over the reins
from David Tennant

» Vogue Williams
enjoys a fun-filled
festive outing with her
three kids at LaplandUK
and reveals the day out
is her 'favourite pre-
Christmas tradition'

» Made in Chelsea
'posh PT' Lonan
O'Herlihy 'has been
secretly homeless and
relying on generosity of
friends' after being left
out of stepfather's will

» Maya Jama gets into
the festive spirit as she
hits the town for a girls"
night out with her pals

» Timothée Chalamet
reveals he spent seven
years training to play
table tennis champion
in new film Marty
Supreme

» Harry Hill takes
blistering swipe at
'bland' ITV and BBC -
insisting they would
‘cancel’ him now
because they 'refuse to
make anything risky"

’ Love
Island USA star Iris
Kendall unveils
massive twist after she
revealed she almost
joined cast of
Vanderpump Rules
spin-off The Valley

» Laurence Llewelyn-
Bowen divides opinion
with his 'naff"
Blackpool illuminations
- including his dogs
portrayed as dress-
wearing aristocrats
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» Amber Davies
BANNED from
performing 'far too
dangerous' dance
move on Strictly Come
Dancing - despite
nailing it in rehearsals

» Gogglebox star drops
out of Channel 4 finale
after devastating family
bereavement - and is
flooded with support as
she posts poignant
tribute

ADVERTISEMENT

Real
story of Alix Earle and
Braxton Berrios'
breakup: She says no
hard feelings... but now
insiders reveal a VERY
one-sided humiliation

» Love Island star Dr
Alex George reveals
heartbreaking reason
he's spending
Christmas alone five
years after his brother
took his own life aged
19

» Made In Chelsea's
Nicola Hughes left
'devastated' after
losing her diamond
wedding ring and
jewellery in London

» Forget crash diets:
This popular wellness
app supports healthier
habits - without calorie
counting

SHOPPING

» Jason Donovan
reflects on his
'profound' romance
with Kylie Minogue but
admits his wife has
found the public
obsession with his
superstar ex 'hard’

» Loose Women star's
husband rushed to
hospital after falling
from ladder - spending
'hours in A&E with
broken bones'

4 Brooklyn Beckham
pays an emotional
tribute to 'my girl'
Nicola Peltz after she
completes work on her
new film Pretty Ugly

» Katie Price makes
pointed remark about
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Maura Higgins and
Danny Jones' infamous
kiss after hitting back
at claims she's
obsessed with the Love
Island star

» Love Island's Tom
Clare pays tribute to his
late teammate and
‘brother' Ethan McLeod
as Macclesfield
footballer tragically
dies aged 21inacar
crash

» John Travolta
fathered Elvis's great-
grandson with Riley
Keough, wild lawsuit
claims

ADVERTISEMENT

» 'Poshfluencer’ Lydia
Millen's surprising old
look and the ex council
house she 'proudly’
lived in a decade before
upgrading to £2m
mansion

» Bebe Rexha stuns
fans as she asks for
help in 'finding a baby
daddy" and lists
outrageous demands
including 'being richer
than her, smart and
over 5'8" tall'

» Michelle Keegan and
Mark Wright are doting
parents to baby
daughter Palma as they
make a rare family
appearance together in
Cheshire

> Peter
Andre enjoys a day out
with wife Emily and
daughter Princess ata
skincare event

after revealing his strict
parenting rule

» Alison Hammond's
future on This Morning
revealed after BBC put
her on 'golden ten list'
to replace Claudia
Winkleman and Tess
Daley on Strictly

» Jonathan Ross'
daughter Honey battles
to avoid wardrobe
malfunction testing out
a Space Hopper for
Channel 4's Hamleys
documentary

» Elvis' wife Priscilla
Presley hits out at
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‘outrageous allegation’
that her granddaughter
Riley Keough, 36, is the
biological mother of
John Travolta's
youngest son, 15

» Loose Women stars
'so sad' as 'cherished'
ITV legend leaves after
1 years - and her final
show has already aired

» Mariah Carey shows
off her curvesina
form-fitting minidress
as she enjoys a
shopping spree at
Pradain Aspen

» Rob Reiner and his
wife's cause of death
revealed

ADVERTISEMENT

» Milla Jovovich
celebrates turning 50
with her 'wonderful
husband and incredible
kids' as she looks back
at her remarkable
career

» Emily In Paris series 5
review: Lily Collins is
back with a chic bob
and chiselled Italian
boyfriend as the show
returns to its 'best' -
but ONLY if you're a
fan!

» Fresh-faced 90s
popstar looks
incredible at 55 - but
can YOU guess who it
is?

» Meghan makes saucy
*hello there' post as she
gets hot under the
collar seeing her man
Prince Harry wow fans
at polo match

» Kendall Jenner, 30,
enjoys another outing
with luxury perfume
mogul Ben Gorham, 48,
inLA

» The real reason Kym
Marsh QUIT £100K a
year Coronation Street
role and now earns
double her soap salary
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Inside Meghan
Markle's surprising
friendship with SPOTY
nominee Rory Mcllroy
before she met Prince
Harry - as she gushed
golf star was the 'real
deal'

» Meg Ryan breaks
silence on Rob Reiner
murder after When
Harry Met Sally co-star
Billy Crystal's tearful
dash to crime scene

» Rob Reiner and wife
Michele 'did everything
right,’ their friend Rita
Wilson insists after
grisly murder

» James Van Der Beek
looks healthy in new
photos amid cancer
battle... months after
sparking concern with
‘frail' appearance

» The real reason Helen
Flanagan is 'livid' with
ex Scott Sinclair and
publicly lashed out - as
she shares family
snaps amid furious
feud

» So you think you know
the royals? Take
RICHARD EDEN'S Royal
Quiz of the Year to find
out how well you
REALLY remember the
biggest stories of 2025

» Elon Musk is blasted
on social media over
'pathetic' comments
about Sydney
Sweeney's breasts

» Zendaya looks
unrecognizable in neon
balaclava while
clutching a pillow as
she makes low-key
arrival at JFK

» Should King Charles
allow Andrew and
Fergie to join in the fun
at Sandringham for
Christmas? Have your
say in the Palace
Confidential poll

» Kardashians finally
reveal who pays for
their annual Christmas
party that has hosted
Jennifer Lopez and
Elon Musk

» David Harbour
‘snatches bar patron's
hat in bizarre
incident'... as
'Madeline' defends
herself against Lily
Allen

» Shaun Ryder admits
he has no intention of
coming off weight-loss
jab Ozempic after
shedding two stone

» Shackled Nick Reiner
addresses judge as he
appears in court
wearing anti-suicide
vest: Live updates

» Why Nick
Reiner lose his
multi-million-dollar
inheritance if he is
convicted of murdering
his parents

» Kate Beckinsale
flashes her black
underwear in a sheer
white dress as she
enjoys a shopping
spree in LA
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» Skins star Megan
Prescott hits out at
being sexualised as a
teen on controversial
drama and claims she's
now treated better on
OnlyFans

» Taylor Swift's gal pal
Ice Spice wows in white
see-through look... as
Swifties wonder who
the bridesmaids will be

» Love Island USA star
Amaya Espinal rushed
to hospital for
emergency surgery
following 'severe
abdominal pain'

» Gwyneth Paltrow
makes rare move of
bringing her stepkids
on the carpet... after

complaining they
"tested” her °

4 George Clooney jokes
his twins, 8, are 'rotten
to the core' as they
savagely mock himin

Italian so he can't
understand D

» Kylie Jenner reveals
her $12m mansion is
HAUNTED as sister
Khloe Kardashian

makes fun of her :

» Kim Kardashian sobs
as she has a 'mental
breakdown' just days
before taking and

failing the bar exam :

» Kym Marsh strips
down to underwear for
steamy sex scene as
she takes on raunchiest
role yet in family thriller
The Imposter

» Bling Empire's
Christine Chiu flaunts
her abs in daring gown
at star-studded
Christmas party

» Olivia Attwood

explains heartbreak at

leaving her marital

home on Loose Women

- revealing 'difficult’

moment that ‘caught °
her off guard'

» Cruz Beckham offers
ANOTHER olive branch
to estranged brother
Brooklyn as he shares
more sweet throwback
snaps as the family
prepare to spend
Christmas apart

» Rebel Wilson and
pregnant wife Ramona
Agruma, 41, step out at
Aspen polo match in
first public outing since
baby announcement

» Dwayne Johnson
TOWERS over pal Kevin
Hart at Golden Globes
nominee luncheon in
Beverly Hills
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Wordle has a hidden 'hard mode' - but
players claim it might actually make the
game EASIER

Vo While an estimated 300,000
people play Wordle daily, many
7 ... are unaware of a secret 'hard
7 gg&BaDA mode', which can be found within
"FLTry the game's settings.

Apple could start selling iPhones and
iPads as part of a SUBSCRIPTION service
from 2023, report claims

' f\ " A new report from Bloomberg
‘ claims that Apple is working on
] selling iPhones and iPads as part
of a hardware subscription
service.

YouTube adds thousands of FREE TV
shows and movies to its service
including The Sandlot, Legally blonde
and There Will Be Blood as company
moves to compete with streaming giants

This is the latest move from the
Google-owned social video giant,
as it tries to compete in an
increasingly crowded, and

"E‘ competitive market.
a4

Project Skyway: World's largest network
of 'drone superhighways' could be built
in ENGLAND - connecting the Midlands
with the Southeast over 165 miles

If approved, Project Skyway will
connect the airspace above cities
including Reading, Oxford, Milton
Keynes, Cambridge, Coventry,
and Rugby.

58 comments s 2 vid

About time! Instagram FINALLY brings
back the chronological feed - six years
after it was ditched in favour of a curated
feed

Instagram is launching two new
ways for users to catch up with
their feed - Following and

Favourites - which will show posts
i in chronological order.

—7 6 comment:

Smart BRA with built-in ultrasound
technology can detect early signs of
breast cancer

rr ' The smart bra features small
\ ultrasound sensors in the lining,
and was developed by Nextwear

Technology, a wearables firm
based in Abuja, Nigeria.

ZJ 8 comments e 2 vid

Smartwatches are less effective at
tracking the health of people with dark
skin, study finds

The research by University of
Alberta is the first to pool figures
from multiple studies to
specifically examine how skin
tone may affect the accuracy of
heart data in wearables

) 40 comments

World's THINNEST mechanical watch is
unveiled: Bulgari's Octo Finissimo Ultra is
thinner than a 10p coin - and has an eye-
watering £332,700 price tag

% Rome-based Bulgari spent three

f:i_;‘\ */ years developing the watch,
e

which is crafted from sandblasted
titanium as measures just 0.07
inches (1.8mm) thick.

Smart ring that constantly measures your
temperature could provide an early
warning of Covid-19 infection - even if
your symptoms are subtle

Experts from the University of
California and MIT Lincoln Lab
studied data on 50 people who
owned sensor rings and had had
Covid-19 before the study.

Suzuki could launch a FLYING CAR by
2025 after joining forces with Japanese
startup SkyDrive
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Suzuki has announced that it's

4 joining forces with Tokyo-based
flying car firm SkyDrive to

. develop an electric, vertical

takeoff and landing aircraft.
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You could soon feel PAIN in the
metaverse: Creepy armband uses
electrical stimulation to mimic
uncomfortable sensations such as a bird
pecking at your skin

H2L, a Sony-backed company
based in Tokyo, has developed an
armband that uses electrical

Engineers develop a bizarre 'magnetic
tentacle robot' that can move around the
narrow tubes of the lungs to take tissue
samples

Like something from a horror film,
T~ the new robot's 'magnetic
tentacle' would slowly creep into
the mouth of a patient under
under general anesthesia,
University of Leeds scientists
show.

§ Michael Hanlon's Sciénce Blog
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