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Johan Maurits van Nassau oI

not inconsiderably influenced by prominent representatives of the Jews
in Amsterdam, by Jewish shareholders of the West India Company, and
by the great Jewish merchants. The only important restrictions upon
the Jews when Johan Maurits left in 1644 were as follows: (1) they were
prohibited from establishing a new synagogue, and (2) two-thirds of all
brokers had henceforth to be Christians, which meant that an important

branch of the economy was closed to numerous Jews.
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EXTRACT FROM A LETTER BY PIERO RONDINELLI, CCTOBER 3, 1502

The aldest known document dealing with the first concession to colonize and exploit
Brazil, granted by Manoel I to a consortium of New Christians headed by Ferndo de
Noronka, Reproduced from a photocopy of the original, MS 1910, ¢. 55 B, in the Biblioteca
Riccardiana, Florence.
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BERNARDO'S SPEBCH FROM E! Brasil Restituido (1625), BY LOPE DE VEGA

Reproduced from a photocopy of the original manuscript, signed by the author, in the
Manuscript Division of the New York Public Library, Obadiah Rich Collection.

Temiendo que ¢l Santo Oficio
enufa un visitador,

de cuyo graue rigor
tenemos bastante indicio
los que de nuestra nacién
viuimos en el Brasil

que tiene por gente vil

la cristiana Religién

por escusar las prisiones

los gastos pleytos y afrentas
y ver deste yugo essentas
de tantas obligaciones
nuestras familias, que ya

4 tal miseria han llegado
porque dizen que enojado
Dios con nosotros ests
hauemos escrito 4 Olanda
que con armada se apresta
de quien tenemos respuesta
que sobre sus aguas anda
Jjuzgando serd mexor
entregamos 4 Olandesque
que sufrir que portugesss
hos traten con tal rigor.
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COLONIAL BRAZIL IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

Reproduced from a photocopy of the original map by Jansonnius of Amsterdam. Courtesy
of the National Library, Rio de_Janeiro.
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SIGNATURES OF THE NINE ELDERS OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY IN DUTCH BRAZIL

These signatures appear on the last page of the revised haskamot (regulations) of Con-
gregations Zur Israel and Magen Abraham, recorded in 1648. Reproduced from a photocopy
of the original in the Livraria Ets Haim—D. Montezinos, Amsterdam.



EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE TRIAL OF ISAAC DE CASTROQ, SHOWING HIS SIGNATURE

Reproduced from a photocopy of the original manuscript, Dossier 11550 in the Archivo da
Torre do Tombo, Lishon,
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EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE TRIAL OF ISAAC DE CASTRO IN THE HANDWRITING
OF JOAD DE MORAES HOMEN

Reproduced from a phototopy of the original manuseript, Dossier 11550 in the Archivo da
Torre do Tombo, Lisbon.
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